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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Report Recommends Ways to Improve Digital Inclusion in Native Communities
Oklahoma City, OK (August 7th, 2014)  -- The Association of Tribal Archives, Libraries, and Museums (ATALM) released its landmark study, Digital Inclusion in Native Communities: The Role of Tribal Libraries this week. The national study, funded by the Institute of Museum and Library Services, provides the first comprehensive data on the structure, activities, and needs of tribal libraries as they work to help improve broadband access and digital literacy in Native communities.  
“Native communities are lagging behind the rest of America in digital access for Native citizens and thus are at a distinct socio-economic disadvantage.   The Federal Communications Commission, the Institute of Museum and Library Services, and other federal, state, and tribal authorities have recognized improved broadband access as an important and urgent need.  ATALM wants to support their efforts by ensuring that tribal libraries are engaged in developing and providing digital inclusion services and programs that contribute to healthy and prosperous Native communities,” according to Dr. Letitia Chambers, Board Chair of ATALM.

The ATALM Digital Inclusion study draws on data from a national survey of tribal librarians conducted by the Association of Tribal Archives, Libraries, and Museums in December 2013. It addresses the role of tribal libraries with regard to cultural services and digital inclusion; technology offered by tribal libraries; and tribal libraries’ digital capacities, needs, and resources.  The report makes 35 recommendations for improving digital inclusion in Native communities and provides examples of how technology is improving lives of tribal citizens.
Study findings make the case for developing or amending current policies and increasing funding for tribal libraries as a means of improving digital inclusion services on par with public libraries.  The study found that:
· One hundred percent of public libraries offer patrons access to the Internet, but only 89 percent of tribal libraries in the study sample were able to do so.

· One hundred percent of public libraries offer patrons access to public computer workstations, but only 86 percent of tribal libraries in the study sample were able to do so.

· At least 40 percent of tribal libraries in the study sample did not have a broadband Internet connection. 
· Only 42 percent of tribal libraries in the study sample were able to provide patrons with technology training, as compared to 87 percent of rural public libraries and 90 percent of all public libraries.

· Only 15 percent of tribal libraries in the study sample received E-Rate discounts to help fund broadband connections, as compared to well more than half of public libraries.

“As community anchor institutions, tribal libraries are often the only source of free access to the Internet and public computers, yet they are struggling to meet an ever-growing demand for more broadband capacity, better equipment, and training programs vital to building digitally inclusive communities,” said Susan Feller, ATALM president.  “This study is a first step in bringing key stakeholders together to efficiently and effectively address the digital divide in Indian country,” continued Feller. 
“I am proud that IMLS funded this first study to examine digital inclusion in Native communities,” said IMLS Director Susan H. Hildreth.  “The study findings are coming at an ideal time to help inform work on federal policies, such as E-rate, and help add to our understanding of broadband adoption and digital literacy needs in Native Nations.”

The study was implemented under the direction of Susan Feller, president of ATALM, who also was responsible for developing the key recommendations.  The study was authored by Miriam Jorgensen, Research Director for the Harvard Project on American Indian Economic Development and the Native Nations Institute at the University of Arizona, and Traci Morris, Owner of Homahota Consulting and the Director of the American Indian Policy Institute at Arizona State University.   A national task force of leaders in broadband initiatives and tribal libraries provided guidance. 
The study is available at www.atalm.org
ABOUT THE ASSOCIATION OF TRIBAL ARCHIVES, LIBRARIES, AND MUSEUMS (ATALM)
The Association of Tribal Archives, Libraries, and Museums (ATALM) is a not-for-profit educational organization that provides leadership in the development of indigenous archives, libraries, and museums by advocating excellence in cultural programs and services, promoting education and citizen empowerment, and providing the tools and support necessary to meet the challenges of growth and change. For more information, including a list of board members and previous programs, please visit www.atalm.org
ABOUT THE INSTITUTE OF MUSEUM AND LIBRARY SERVICES (IMLS)
The Institute of Museum and Library Services is the primary source of federal support for the nation’s 123,000 libraries and 35,000 museums. Its mission is to inspire libraries and museums to advance innovation, lifelong learning, and cultural and civic engagement. Its grant making, policy development, and research help libraries and museums deliver valuable services that make it possible for communities and individuals to thrive. To learn more, visit www.imls.gov and follow IMLS on Facebook and Twitter.
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